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pleasing a variety of cloud and sunshine, as
the better taste of Providence will afford us
during our little day, and let us be content.
But the impartiality of Providence towards
us in this respect, is very conspicuous, or a
little examination into the subject will clear
away what few doubts we may entertain con-
cerning it; otherwise, we might feel a difficulty
in reconciling the various degrees of happiness
which we are apt to suppose prevailed through-
out the world, or to exist at present between
different persons, with our notions of justice,
when we revert from the present refined and
peaceful period, to those of barbarism and
bloodshed, or think of the pampered alderman
and the overworked and starving pauper.
Has, then, the general happiness of mankind
actually varied with different epochs ? Were
the lauded golden ages so much brighter than
these of the baser metal ? No more so, per-
haps, than, in spite of Homer's assertion, were
the heroes who contended on the plains of Troy
superior in stature or force to those on the
plains of Waterloo. As the human constitution
accommodates itself to all climes, so our sense
of felicity fits itself to external circumstances ;
and thus the quantity of happiness, or rather,
sense of enjoyment, existing at various ages of
the world, may not have differed more than
that which we suppose to exist between con-